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TABLE 2.2

Federal governments and prime ministers since 1900

YEARS IN POWER PARTY PRIME MINISTER

1900–11 Liberal Wilfrid Laurier

1911–17 Conservative Robert Borden

1917–20 Unionist* Robert Bordenen

1920–1 Conservative Arthur Meighen

1921–6 Liberal William Lyon Mackenzie King

1926 Conservative Arthur Meighen

1926–30 Liberal William Lyon Mackenzie King

1930–5 Conservative R.B. Bennett

1935–48 Liberal William Lyon Mackenzie King

1948–57 Liberal Louis St. Laurent

1957–63 Progressive Conservative John Diefenbaker

1963–8 Liberal Lester B. Pearson

1968–79 Liberal Pierre Elliott Trudeau

1979–80 Progressive Conservative Joe Clark

1980–4 Liberal Pierre Elliott Trudeau

1984 Liberal John Turner

1984–93 Progressive Conservative Brian Mulroney

1993 Progressive Conservative Kim Campbell

1993–2003 Liberal Jean Chrétien

2003–6 Liberal Paul Martin

2006–15 Conservative Stephen Harper

2015– Liberal Justin Trudeau

* Conservative–Liberal wartime coalition

Chrétien and Martin governments. With the 
election of the Harper Conservative government 
in 2006, Canadians witnessed the rise of a prime 
minister with a distinctly ideological approach 

to governing: Prime Minister Harper very much 
wanted to roll back the liberal features of the 
state in Canada while seeking to make Canada 
ever more conservative in its laws, policies, 




