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the executive leadership of the federal govern-
ment is found. Here one finds deputy ministers, 
associate and assistant deputy ministers, senior 
managers, and advisers responsible for the policy 
and administrative operations of the govern-
ment’s departments and agencies. Though the 
federal public service has roots in every part of 
the country, executive power is firmly attached to 
the centre.

STAFFING SIZE

In table 7.7, the distribution of the federal public 
service across select departments, agencies, 
boards, and commissions shows the great range 
in size of various federal institutions. Some offices 
and boards – such as the Copyright Board of 
Canada and the Canadian Intergovernmental 
Conference Secretariat – are tiny. Employment and 
Social Development Canada, National Defence, 

TABLE 7.6

Federal public service employees by region, 2019–2020

REGION OF WORK NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES %

British Columbia 17,640 8.2

Alberta 10,573 4.9

Saskatchewan 4,793 2.2

Manitoba 6,966 3.3

Ontario (without the NCR) 25,781 12.0

NCR (Ontario) 69,291 32.4

NCR 98,496 46.0

NCR (Quebec) 29,205 13.6

Quebec (without the NCR) 22,129 10.3

New Brunswick 8,574 4.0

Prince Edward Island 2,046 0.9

Nova Scotia 8,874 4.1

Newfoundland and Labrador 3,439 1.6

Yukon 326 0.1

Northwest Territories 411 0.1

Nunavut 252 0.1

Outside Canada 1,439 0.6

Not available 2,327 1.0

Total

Source: Data from Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat (2020, 26). 
Notes: NCR = National Capital Region, includes Gatineau (Quebec) and Ottawa (Ontario). Total does not sum to 100 per cent due to 
rounding.
Not available = A portion of the geographic data is not available due to changes in the central data system.




