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TABLE 7.1

Canadian total public sector 
employment, 2011–2021 (in 000s)

2021 4,149.1

2020 3,952.7

2019 3,829.1

2018 3,798.9

2017 3,712.4

2016 3,603.7

2015 3,608.4

2014 3,525.5

2013 3,553.7

2012 3,507.1

2011 3,484.4

Source: Data from Statistics Canada 2011–21, Table 14-10-0288-01.
Notes: Employment data are not in full-time equivalent and do 
not distinguish between full- and part-time employees. Includes 
employment both in and outside of Canada.

TABLE 7.2

Core public administration employment by level of government, 2016–2020 
(in 000s)

  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

All public administration 1,067,011 1,089,273 1,119.218 1,145,925 1,116,479

Federal administration* 285,343 288,108 300,008 311,696 320,846

Provincial and territorial administration 285,617 293,331 306,562 313,930 310,262

Local government administration 38,423 449,944 452,666 459,682 425,969

Indigenous government administration 56,428 56,690 57,905 60,617 59,402

Source: Statistics Canada 2020, Table 14-10-0202-01 Employment by Industry, annual.
*Excluding the military.

shows the slow but steady growth in public sector 
employment from 2011 to 2021. Despite the exist-
ence of tough economic times over the past decade, 
the election of federal and provincial governments 

committed to reducing the role of the state in 
society, and the COVID-19 pandemic starting 
in 2020, public sectors have continued to expand 
in this country, testament both to the importance 
of the function of public services in this society, 
especially witnessed during the pandemic, and to 
the difficulties of cutting public service jobs and 
corresponding programs and services once people 
and businesses get used to them.

There are many ways, however, to count the size 
of public services in terms of persons employed. 
Table 7.1 offers the grand overview of everyone 
employed in some form of public duty and receiv-
ing a paycheque ultimately deriving from Canadian  
taxpayers. Table 7.2 offers a narrower focus on those  
public servants employed by federal, provincial and 
territorial, local, and Indigenous governments, in 
more traditional forms of public administration, 
typically employed in traditional governmental 
departments, agencies, and offices. Note that this 
“core” public service is some 2.8 million persons 
smaller than the total public sector number 
found in table 7.1. Omitted from table 7.2 are all 
those persons employed nationwide by Crown 




