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In keeping with the logic of the strategic prime 
ministership, a select number of policy matters 
were front and centre on Trudeau’s agenda 
immediately upon his being elected in 2015:

• Kick-starting a sluggish Canadian economy 
through needed infrastructure spending that 
would have the effect of creating many new 
jobs, especially for young Canadians.

• Providing middle-class tax relief while raising 
personal income taxes on the wealthiest 
Canadians, ensuring that they pay their fair 
share of taxation.

• Getting serious about global climate 
change by working with the provinces 
in promoting greenhouse gas emission 
reductions and by strengthening Canadian 
environmental regulations, but at the same 
time, working to secure regulatory approval 

and “social licence” for the construction 
of new oil pipelines to assist in getting 
Alberta crude to markets beyond the 
United States.

• Re-establishing Canada as a moderate and 
thoughtful voice in global affairs with a 
foreign policy emphasis on multilateralism, 
social and economic development, and 
peacekeeping over more belligerent 
approaches to global tensions.

• Improving the quality of Canadian 
democracy and its representative 
institutions, especially in relation to the 
Senate, electoral reform, and governmental 
accountability.

This was always understood as being an ambi-
tious agenda and one that would consume the 
time and energy of the prime minister. Other 
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