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economic and regional development policy, social 
development policy, regulatory affairs and orders-
in-council, legislation and house planning and 
counsel, machinery of government, and financial 
planning and analysis. It is evident from this brief 
list that the PCO is designed to address policy and 
program matters spanning the full range of govern-
ment responsibilities. The officials in these offices 
and branches are some of the most influential 
public servants in the country, operating at one of 
the nerve centres of federal government decision 
making (GOC411 n.d.b).

The Clerk of the Privy Council
The clerk of the Privy Council and secretary to 
cabinet oversees one of the most important organ-
izations in the federal government and bears three 
major and related responsibilities:

• deputy minister to the prime minister;
• secretary to the cabinet; and
• head of the federal public service.

In the first role, the clerk meets daily with the 
prime minister to review ongoing issues and offer 

Figure 4.4 Senior officials in the PMO
Source: Data from Government Electronic Directory Services.
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